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Emne: consequences of 2019 ICES Western Baltic herring catch advice - information from Mecklenburg-Vorpommern

Following the request from BSAC Secretariat to provide detailed information on economic, social and developmental consequences of the recent ICES advice for Western
Baltic Herring stock, as well as your requests to be informed of these, please find below and attached the information kindly provided by LIFE Member Organization
Fischerei-Freest e.G.; the e-mail text below translated into English is also attached.

I take this opportunity to thank the Fischerei-Freest e.G., and personally Michael Schiitt, very much indeed for the work done to gather and process the information
attached, in the short time available.

This exhaustive information shows in a crystal-clear manner how grave are the consequences of changed stock perception by scientific institutions.

Following this advice fully may mean we will have very few fishers left to advise to and decide on next year.

At the same time, the powerful signal sent by ICES on the worsening stock situation should be taken and responded to seriously.

LIFE very much hopes that BSAC, at its ExCom meeting next week, can find a consensus advice on this stock of fundamental importance to small-scale fishers in
Mecklemburg-Vorpommern and other regions.

| take the liberty to copy this message also to a representative of BALTFISH Presidency, hoping that Sonja finds the information therein interesting.

Best regards,

Marcin

Marcin Rucinski

Baltic Sea and North Sea Coordinator
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Hello Marcin,

the Western Baltic herring is the most important fish species for the fishermen in
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (M-V). It accounts for approximately 75% of the total catch and
over 50% of the revenue.
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In Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, a ban on this fishery would particularly affect small-scale
coastal and coastal fishing, as they cannot use their fishing vessels to move to other fishing
areas.
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Of the 255 full-time fishermen, only a few would survive.

In the fishing cooperative "Peenemiindung" Freest we have 26 fishermen.
All of them catch herring. The numbers can be found in the attachment (Fang FG Freest). A
quick survey found that in the case of a zero quota, 23 fishermen would give up their

profession. This would trigger a chain reaction, because with three fishermen you cannot keep
a fishing port.

This would mean:
* As acooperative, we have to stop the fishing and fish marketing.
e Thus, 3 workers who work on land lose their jobs.
¢ In the fish processing of our cooperative 2 workers lose their work.

* The municipality loses the lease income from the rental of fishermen's cabins and
berths.

e The fishing port as a tourist attraction in a structurally weak area is lost.

There are no alternatives to a fishing ban for herring.

Due to the drastic quota cuts of the last years (the herring quota development Germany is
attached), the fishermen in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania have no reserves to
compensate for 50% of their annual turnover.

The planned increase in the cod quota of the Western Baltic also only partially helps the
fishermen in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, since their vessels only have about 30% of the
German quota. (see share M-V at the cod quota)

Pest regards,

Michael
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Hering (ICES Dorsch (ICES Dorsch (ICES
UG 22-24) +-in% UG 22-24) +/-in% UG 25-32) ost +/-in%

Jahr west in t zumVJ westint zumVJ int zum VJ
1995 97500

1996 97450 -0,1

1997 97450 0 21638

1998 97500 0,1 16846

1999 82800 -15,1

2000 70485 -14.9

2001 52211 -25,9

2002 34807 -33,3

2003 24948 -28,3

2004 24948 0

2005 25380 1,7 5271 3564

2006 26207 3,3 6061 15 4143 16,2
2007 27999 6,8 6132 1,2 3729 -10
2008 24579 -12,2 4102 -33,1 3542 -5
2009 14994 -39 3487 -15 4074 15
2010 12519 -16,5 3777 8,3 4685 15
2011 8763 -30 4012 6,2 5388 15
2012 11532 31,6 4546 13,3 6200 15,1
2013 14234 23,4 4227 -7 5626 9,3
2014 10900 -23,4 3636 -14 6025 71
2015 12259 12,5 3393 -6,7 4700 -22
2016 14496 18,2 2715 -20 3760 -20
2017 15670 8,1 1194 -56 2820 -25
2018 9543 -39,1 1313 10 2115 -25
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