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Ms. Carmen CRESPO DIAZ 17th November 2025
Chair of the Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
European Parliament

Ref: BSAC/2025-2026/12

Subject: Request for BSAC Involvement in the Debate on the Baltic Sea Multiannual Plan
(MAP)

Dear Madame Chair,

| am writing regarding the ongoing discussions in the PECH Committee on the draft report
“On the Multiannual Plan for the Baltic Sea and Ways Forward”, prepared by Rapporteur
MEP lIsabella Lovin, and the broader debate on the implementation of the Baltic Sea
Multiannual Plan (MAP).

Given the significance of this process, | would like to underline that the Baltic Sea Advisory
Council (BSAC)—the formally recognised stakeholder advisory body under the Common
Fisheries Policy (CFP)—should be directly involved in these deliberations.

The BSAC represents the full spectrum of Baltic Sea stakeholders: the fishing industry,
NGOs, and recreational fishers. As a permanent advisory platform working closely with
HELCOM, we provide evidence-based recommendations and ensure structured
stakeholder input to EU decision-making. The absence of the BSAC in the current debate
leaves a critical gap, given that the MAP directly affects the communities we represent
across all eight Baltic EU Member States.

There is broad agreement among our members that the current MAP has not delivered the
expected results. A revised and more adaptive, knowledge-driven approach is needed to
address the evolving environmental, social, and economic conditions in the Baltic Sea.

It is also important to recall that the BSAC has consistently contributed to MAP-related
work. Notably, on 23 January 2023, as BSAC Executive Committee Chair, | presented the
views and concerns of BSAC members on the implementation of the Baltic MAP during the
PECH Committee’s dedicated hearing. The position expressed reflected officially adopted
BSAC recommendations, including our responses to the Commission’'s 2019 MAP
evaluation and the BSAC White Paper (2022). This underscores our long-standing
engagement and the value of our input for MAP-related decision-making.
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In light of the above, | respectfully request that the BSAC be invited to participate in the
Committee’s upcoming debate. | stand ready to present the consolidated views of Baltic
stakeholders and support the Committee’s work with our expertise and evidence-based

advice.
Thank you for your consideration.

Yours sincerely,
7/

Jarostaw Zielinski
Chair, Executive Committee
Baltic Sea Advisory Council

Co-funded by the Baltic Sea Advisory Council

European Union

Vester Farimagsgade 3, 1606 Kgbenhavn, Denmark

Tel. +4520128949 | bsac@bsac.dk | http://www.bsac.dk



mailto:bsac@bsac.dk
http://www.bsac.dk/

